
Your Step-by-Step Checklist for Innocent Spouse Relief 

 

Facing a tax bill from a joint return that feels unfair—maybe errors you never saw 
coming? You're not alone; many spouses discover understated taxes tied to their 
partner's actions, and the IRS's Innocent Spouse Relief can lift that burden if you qualify. 
This protection shields you from paying for unreported income or improper deductions 
you didn't know about, focusing only on your spouse's employment or self-employment 
income. At Omni Tax Help, we've guided hundreds through this to reclaim peace of 
mind. This checklist simplifies the IRS process—based on their guidelines—so you can 
act confidently. If details get tricky, our tax attorneys and enrolled agents are here to 
handle it all. 

 

Step Action Details & Tips 

1. Confirm Your 
Eligibility 

Review if you 
meet the core 
criteria. 

- Filed a joint return with understated taxes due to 
errors (e.g., unreported income, wrong 
deductions/credits, or asset values). - You didn't 
know (or have reason to know) about the errors. - 
Applies only to spouse's 
employment/self-employment income—not your 
own, household employment taxes, shared 
responsibility payments, business taxes, or trust 
fund penalties. - You're ineligible if you signed an 
OIC, closing agreement, or court denied relief. Tip: 
Even in community property states or post-divorce, 
joint liability holds unless relieved. Use IRS 
Publication 504 for examples; if divorced/separated, 
note separation of liability as an auto-considered 
option. 

2. Check for 
Exceptions or 
Special 
Circumstances 

Assess 
knowledge 
and abuse 
factors. 

- No relief if you had actual knowledge (e.g., knew 
of unreported income or false deductions) or a 
reasonable person would have known. - Exception: 
If you were a victim of domestic abuse/violence, 
feared challenging the return, or were 
pressured/threatened, relief may still apply. Tip: 

 



Step Action Details & Tips 

Document any fear or coercion—statements from 
counselors or police reports strengthen your case. 
This is key for equitable relief if standard innocent 
spouse doesn't fit. 

3. Respond to Any 
IRS Notice 
Promptly 

Follow 
instructions 
and flag relief 
need. 

- If audited or notified of owed taxes, act fast per the 
letter—don't ignore it. - Request relief immediately 
upon learning of the issue. Tip: Keep copies of all 
notices; delays can limit options. While waiting, 
continue filing/paying your current taxes to stay 
compliant. 

4. Gather 
Supporting 
Documents 

Collect 
evidence of 
your situation. 

- Joint returns, notices, proof of no knowledge (e.g., 
separate finances docs), and facts showing 
unfairness (e.g., divorce decree, abuse evidence). - 
Include details on household, income split, and why 
holding you responsible is inequitable. Tip: The IRS 
weighs all facts—highlight benefits you didn't 
receive from the errors. No need to separate types; 
they'll auto-apply separation of liability (your share 
only, if separated) or equitable relief 
(fairness-based). 

5. File Form 8857 
Submit your 
official 
request. 

- Download/complete Form 8857 (covers all relief 
types) and mail to the IRS address in instructions. - 
Request within 2 years of the audit/notice date. Tip: 
File even if unsure of the best type—the IRS 
reviews everything. Include spouse contact info; 
they'll reach out to them too. E-file isn't 
available—use certified mail for tracking. 

6. Await IRS 
Review 

Monitor the 
process 
patiently. 

- Expect 6+ months; they'll send a determination 
letter. - Continue normal tax filing/payments during 
review. Tip: Respond quickly to any IRS questions. 
If eligible, relief applies retroactively, but 
interest/penalties may linger until decided. Track via 
IRS account online. 
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7. Appeal If Denied 
Challenge the 
decision if 
needed. 

- Both spouses can appeal within 30 days of the 
letter. - File via the instructions in your 
determination—request a conference or further 
review. Tip: Appeals go to an independent office; 
gather new evidence if possible. Many denials flip 
on appeal with pro help—don't go it alone. 

 

Relief like this can erase years of worry, but the IRS process rewards quick, thorough 
action. With our expertise, we've turned "no" letters into approvals for clients just like 
you. You're deserving of a fair shot—let's review your specifics today. Contact Omni Tax 
Help at 800-707-8065 or info@omnitaxhelp.com for your free consultation. Together, 
we'll make this right. 
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